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STEP 1:  PROPERTY INFORMATION 
FILL OUT ALL INFORMATION

Square Suffix Lot Fiscal Year to Evaluate 

 1st half: Oct. 1— March 31, 20____ 

  2nd half: April 1— Sept. 30, 20____ 

Property Address 

Owner Name 

Owner Phone Owner Email 

Owner Mailing Address 

Agent Name (If Applicable) 

Agent Phone Agent Email 

Agent Address 

STEP 2: RESPONSE (CHECK ONE) 
IMPORTANT:  SUPPLY ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS NEXT TO SELECTION BELOW 

BLIGHTED BUILDINGS RESPONSE FORM 

Include registration fee payment of $350.00. 

OR 

Include signed tenant lease, the two most recent 

water bills showing usage, and any other utility 

bills. If a commercial property, also include a  

Certificate of Occupancy.  

OR 

See the page 3 checklist that lists the compliance 

actions required to complete the appeal package. 

STEP 3: CERTIFICATION (SIGN AND DATE) 
EMAIL FORM TO  dob.blight-economichardship-appeals@dc.gov 

I the undersigned owner or agent, certify that I have read all information on this application. The information I 

have provided on this form is complete and accurate. If I am not the owner, I certify that I have the authority 

from the owner to make such certification and decisions about the above property. I understand that filing a 

false statement on this form may subject me to further penalties. 

 Name  Date 

YES, MY BUILDING IS BLIGHTED. 
PLEASE REGISTER MY BUILDING AS BLIGHTED.  
 

I will be taxed at the Class 4 rate. 

NO, MY BUILDING IS OCCUPIED. 
If approved, I will be taxed at the Class 1 or 
Class 2 (commercial) rate. 

I DISAGREE. MY BUILDING IS NOT BLIGHTED. 
I wish to appeal. 

mailto:dob.blight-economichardship-appeals@dc.gov
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BLIGHTED BUILDINGS RESPONSE FORM, CONTINUED 

DC OFFICIAL CODE §42-3131.05b (b)  
Determination of Vacancy and Blight. 

(b) When making a determination that a vacant building is a blighted vacant building, the
Mayor shall consider the following:

(1) Incidence of illegal activity, as documented by police reports;

(2) Whether the vacant building is the subject of a condemnation proceeding before the
Board for the Condemnation of Insanitary Buildings;

(3) Referrals to the Department of Buildings from other District agencies;

(4) One or more windows, doors, or other means of entry are missing or boarded up;

(5) Collapsing, missing, or deteriorating walls, roof, stairs, porches, balconies, chim-
neys, and other building elements;

(6) Siding or exterior walls that are seriously damaged, missing, or deteriorating;

(7) Trash and debris are improperly stored or accumulated on the premises;

(8) Building shows visible signs of vandalism, such as graffiti;

(9) Presence of mold, algae, abandoned or wild animals, or insect or pest infestation;
and

(10) Any other criteria the Mayor deems relevant.

1100 4th Street SW | Washington, DC 20024 
202/671-3500 | dob.dc.gov  

https://dob.dc.gov
mailto:vacantbuildings@dc.gov
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APPEAL APPLICATION MUST BE EMAILED TO:  
dob.blight-economichardship-appeals@dc.gov. 

Property Address 

SSL# Date: 

COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS 
ITEMS BELOW ARE REQUIRED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. FAILURE TO PROVIDE ALL  

COMPLIANCE DOCUMENTS MAY AFFECT THE OUTCOME OF YOUR APPEAL. 

BLIGHTED APPEAL CHECKLIST 

Blighted Building Response Form 

Notarized statement explaining why the property owner is seeking relief. Include timeline of 

construction and the property plans if applicable. 

Date stamped color exterior photos of the front, rear and side of property showing improvements. All 

photos must be dated the year you are appealing the blight status. You must place the year in the upper 

left box on the application that is labeled “Fiscal Year to Evaluate.” 

Supporting documents: Construction Timeline, Building Permits 

Third Party Inspections: If Applicable 

NOTE: IF YOU ARE AN AGENT SUBMITTING THIS APPEAL ON THE OWNER’S BEHALF  YOU MUST PROVIDE:  

• Notarized letter of authorization stating that you have authorization to apply action on this property. 

• The owner's contact information (email and phone ) on the application as requested. 

IF YOU HAVE CHECKED THE ITEM “NO, MY BUILDING IS OCCUPIED, “ 
YOU MUST PROVIDE THE INFORMATION BELOW. 

Two DC Water and/or Washington Gas utility bills showing usage for the period you are requesting. 

Two Pepco electric bills showing usage for the period you are requesting. 

For commercial buildings, also include the Certificate of Occupancy. 

Signed tenant lease if applicable. 

Date stamped color exterior photos for the period you are requesting occupancy. 

ALL PROPERTIES MUST MEET THE REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS  
IN THE DC CODE UPON SUBMISSION OF YOUR APPLICATION. 

Checklist must be submitted with your application. 
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